Madison Commons Workshops 

Agenda for 2/28/07

1) Introductions

2) Description of Madison Commons’ citizen journalism, http://www.madisoncommons.org

3) What is news?

4) The role of journalists and process of journalism

5) What is citizen journalism?

Additional examples of:

The Spokesman-Review/APME reader panel, http://www.spokesmanreview.com/blogs/conversation/

Northfield.org

http://northfield.org/

MyMissourian

http://www.mymissourian.com/

H2otown

http://www.h2otown.info

6) Fact-based storytelling

Break

1) Mechanics of writing stories: inverted pyramid, angle/hook, tone 

2) The five Ws and one H

3) Elements of a profile story

4) Sample story 

5) Interviewing, note-taking 

6) Story assignment for Week 2; discussion of submitting/posting stories

7) Practice interviewing (if time permits)

A look ahead

March 7, Week Two: This session will be held online. Please work on your profile stories from your computers and post drafts to the class. 

March 14, Week Three: We’ll group-edit profile stories. We’ll discuss and learn to write issue-based stories. 

March 21, Week Four: This session will be held online. Please work on your issue-based stories from your computers and post drafts to the class.

March 28, Week Five: We’ll group edit issue-based stories. We’ll discuss blogs and general news stories. 

April 4: No Class. During this break, please work on your blog entries and post drafts to the class. 

April 11, Week Six: This is our final session. We will group edit blog entries and discuss the Commons, provide feedback about the workshops, and answer questions. 

